Memory in autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is characterised by greater difficulties with recall rather than recognition and with a diminished use of semantic or associative relatedness in the aid of recall. Two experiments are reported that test the effects of item-context relatedness on recall and recognition in adults with high-functioning ASD (HFA) and matched typical comparison participants. In both experiments, participants studied words presented inside a red rectangle and were told to ignore context words presented outside the rectangle. Context words were either related or unrelated to the study words. The results showed that relatedness of context enhanced recall for the typical group only. However, recognition was enhanced by relatedness in both groups of participants. On a behavioural level, these findings confirm the Task Autism and Developmental Disorders, 34,[533][534][535][536][537][538][539][540][541][542], which states that individuals with ASD will show greater difficulty on memory tests that provide little support for retrieval. The findings extend this hypothesis by showing that it operates at the level of relatedness between studied items and incidentally encoded context. By showing difficulties in memory for associated items, the findings are also consistent with conjectures that implicate medial temporal lobe and frontal lobe dysfunction in the memory difficulties of individuals with ASD.
It is now generally agreed that autism spectrum disorder (ASD) covers a range of conditions including the categories of autistic disorder and Asperger disorder (DSM-IV TR; American Psychiatric Association, 2000) . The first of these conditions is often accompanied by global intellectual disability, whereas the latter is characterised by normal intelligence and an absence of language difficulties. The failure of many attempts to differentiate the two conditions on measures that are not related to those used to classify them in the first place (see Macintosh & Dissanayake, 2004) has led several researchers to divide ASD conditions into those that are accompanied by global cognitive difficulties (low-functioning autism: LFA) from those that are not (high-functioning autism: HFA). * Corresponding author at: Autism Research Group, Department of Psychology, City University, Northampton Square, London EC1V 0HB, UK. Experimental investigations of memory in individuals with LFA and HFA have shown a pattern of findings characterised by relatively diminished performance on tasks such as free recall, where there is little support for memory at test, especially when semantic or associative relations among studied items can be used to aid recall (Bowler, Gardiner, Grice, & Saavalainen, 2000; Bowler, Matthews, & Gardiner, 1997; Tager-Flusberg, 1991 , but see López & Leekam, 2003 . There is also relatively undiminished performance on tasks such as cued recall, where support is present (Boucher & Warrington, 1976; Bowler et al., 1997) . Recognition memory, a supported test procedure, has produced more mixed results, with the majority of studies of HFA individuals showing undiminished performance (Bowler, Gardiner, & Grice, 2000; Bowler, Gardiner, Grice, & Saavalainen, 2000; Gardiner, Bowler, & Grice, 2003 , but see Bowler, Gardiner, & Berthollier, 2004 
